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Presidentõs Address: 
 
Dan McKeon, SCT(ASCP) 
 
Hi!  I hope that everyone has been enjoying their summer.  
With autumn right around the corner, we now look 
forward to our annual fall meeting.  The fall meeting is a 
time to renew old friendships and a chance to meet the 
newest members of our growing society.  We are very 
lucky to have so many colleagues in Minnesota who have 
such expertise in our field.  Many have presented posters 
and/or lectures and are leaders at a local and even national 
level. The meeting is a wonderful opportunity to network 
and exchange ideas and knowledge or to inquire about 
becoming more involved in the field as a board member 
for the MSC.   
 
The MSC board would like to extend a warm thank you to  

Continued on page 2 

Welcome to our New Board 
Members!! 

Liz Miller, CT (ASCP), MSC Vice President 

I am Liz Miller and I work at the University of Minnesota 
Medical Center - Fairview.  I'm serving as Vice-president. 
This is my second go-around in this position.  I also have 
been representing MSC on the Laboratory Coalition 
Committee that has been looking into the hot-button issue 
of licensure of laboratory professionals.   
 
I'm in the process of becoming an empty-nester as my son 
spends summers as a lifeguard/camp counselor and will 
be going off to college in the fall.  I enjoy my new-found 
hobby of genealogy, needlework, and painting sets for our 
church musicals. 

 
Continued on page 4 
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2006-2007 MSC Board of Directors 
 
President  
     Dan McKeon, SCT (ASCP)  
     University of MN, Fairview  
     Phone:  (612) 273-4057  
     Email: dmckeon1@fairview.org  

 
Past President  
     Amy Plagge, SCT (ASCP), IAC  
     Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN  
     Phone:  (507) 284-5444  
     Email:  plagge.amy@mayo.edu  
 
President Elect  
     Heidi Sokolowski, CT (ASCP)  
     Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN  
      Phone:  (507) 284-5444  
     Email:  sokolowski.heidi@mayo.edu 
 
Vice President  
     Lizette Miller, CT (ASCP)  
     University of Minnesota, Fairview  
     Phone:  (612) 273-5606  
     Email:  LMiller3@fairview.org 
  
Secretary  
     Chelsi Womack, CT (ASCP)  
     Regions Hospital, St. Paul, MN 
     Phone:  (651) 254-5039  
     Email:  chelsi.r.womack@healthpartners.com 
  
Treasurer  
     Lori Ross, CT (ASCP)  
     Park Nicollet, St. Louis Park, MN  
     Phone:  (952) 993-6346  
     Email:  rossl@parknicollet.com 
  
Board Members 
     Samantha (Witt) Bigalke, CT (ASCP)  
     Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN  
     Phone: (507) 284-5444  
     Email: witt.samantha@mayo.edu 
  
     Scott Horsfall, CT (ASCP)  
     Allina Medical Laboratories, Minneapolis, MN  
     Phone:  (612) 863-5660  
     Email:  scott.horsfall@allina.com 
  
     Amy Tangen, CT (ASCP)  
     Regions Hospital, St. Paul, MN  
     Phone:  (651) 254-3283  
     Email:  amy.n.tangen@healthpartners.com 
  
     Angie Zieman, CT (ASCP)  
     Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN  
     Phone:  (507) 284-5444  
     Email:  zieman.angela@mayo.edu  

 

Presidentõs Address Continued from page 1 

 
the outgoing members of the board.   Thanks to Lynnette 
Savaloja for your years of service and your continuing support 
of our profession at a national level.  Thanks to Bill 
Franciskovich for returning to the board and all of the 
support over the years. We would also like to thank 
Mackenzie Cooper for volunteering to put together this 
newsletter. 
 
A special thank you is also extended to Heidi Sokolowski and 
Amy Tangen for all of their efforts in planning the upcoming 
fall meeting.  At the meeting, there will be some very 
interesting topics covered. The Emerging Roles of Cytotechnologists 
will be presented by Lisa Colborn, while Amy Wendel, Ben 
Kipp and Dr. Kevin Halling will present Teaching Cytotechs to 
FISH, and I will update the society on the issue of licensure.   

 

This may be the biggest decision for current and future 
cytotechnologists in the state of Minnesota for some 
time! 
 
The time is fast approaching for a decision to be made as to 
whether we, as a profession, want to be included in the bill.  A 
deadline of December 1, 2006 has been set for the 
representatives for the MSC (Dan McKeon, Liz Miller, Heidi 
Sokolowski and Shelly Semerad) and all the representatives of 
other professions currently involved in the licensure coalition 
to make this decision on behalf of their respective professions.   
 
This may be the biggest decision for current and future 
cytotechnologists in the state of Minnesota for some time!  
Therefore, we have made the current copy of the proposed 
bill available on the MSC website at 
WWW.MNCYTOLOGY.ORG for you, the members of our 
society, to view.  Please come to the fall meeting with your 
questions, concerns and comments.   
 
The board and I hope to see you at the meetings and look 
forward to an exciting year! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dan McKeon, MSC President 
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http://www.mncytology.org/


Volume 34/Issue 2/Fall 2006 

   Cytologic 3 

Minutes from the MSC Board of Directors Meetings 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Meeting 2007: Dan McKeon and Chelsi 
Womack are the co-chairs. 
 Date: Unknown 
 Location: Twin Cities.   

Possible Speakers: Friday night, 
Department of Health òHealthy People 
2010"; Saturday, Dr. DeMay 
 

Old Business:   
 Licensure Update:  Dan McKeon: A 
draft proposal was set out for members to take.  
The Licensure Committee is working with other 
lab professionals during the drafting process.  
The draft was begun by using the ASCLS and 
ASC drafts and modifying it to meet our needs.  
Contact any member of the Licensure 
Committee with questions or concerns. 
 
New Business:  
 Other: Amy Plagge: Presented the 
plaques to Linda Winnerstrom and Renae 
Zachman for having over 30 years of experience 
in the Cytology field. Thanks to Heidi 
Sokolowski for making arrangements for the 
plaques!  
 Job Openings: Mayo has 2 full time 
Cytotechnologist openings and 1 opening for 
Quality Specialist. 
 
Next meeting: September 23, 2006; Details to 
follow.  
 
Adjournment: Amy Plagge and Chelsi Womack 
adjourn the meeting at 1:50 PM. 

Continued on page 5 

2006 MSC SPRING GENERAL MEETING 
April 8, 2006 2:00 PM 

Gonda Bldg., Mayo Clinic 
Rochester, MN 

 
Call to Order:  Amy Plagge calls the meeting to 
order at 1:30 PM. 
 
Approval of Minutes: The minutes are approved 
by Dan McKeon and Sue Rademacher. 
 
Treasurer's Report: Lori Ross: The current 
balance is $17,818.09.  This does not include the 
expenses of the current meeting.  MSC had a 
profit of $24.96 for the Fall 2005 meeting.  Ninety-
five members have paid dues for 2006.  The 
Treasurerõs Report is approved by Dan McKeon 
and Renae Zachman. 
 
Spring Meeting 2006:    
 Scholarship Awarded: Amy Plagge 
awarded the scholarship to Jennifer Pettengill from 
Janesville, IA.  She is currently in the Mayo 
Cytology program in Rochester, MN. 

Elections:  
President Elect Motion: Lori Ross, 
Approved: Dan McKeon 
Vice President Motion: Heidi Sokolowski, 
Approved: Angie Zieman  
Treasurer Motion: Dan McKeon, 
Approved: Angie Zieman 
Board Members Motion: Angie Zieman, 
Approved: Lisa Colborn 
The Ballot is approved as printed by Dan 
McKeon and Angie Zieman with no 
further nominations. 
 

Fall Meeting 2006: Heidi Sokolowski and Amy 
Tangen are the co-chairs. 

Date: Saturday September 23, 2006 from 
7:30am ð    2:00pm 
Location: Allina, Education Building; $3 
parking fee will be included in registration. 
Confirmed Speakers: Lisa Colborn, Amy 
Wendel, Ben Kipp, and Dr. Kevin Halling 
There may possibly be a licensure update.  
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School Spotlight 

Mayo School of Health Science Cytotechnology Program 
 

Introducing the Class of 2007 
 

A new class of six eager students started on July 10th. 
Weõve got two Minnesotans: Rhea Block and Jacob 
Davis, two Texans: Susan Autry and Terry Knudsen, 
one from Illinois ð Shea Cox, and one from 
Massachusetts ð Caitlin OõDonnell. So far they are 
enjoying the program, but finding out that there is a 
lot to learn. Our classroom underwent a slight remodel 
between the two classes ð opening up the space so we 
can deliver lectures in the classroom. That was a big 
improvement for us, and we are enjoying the flexibility 
it provides in our curriculum and program.  
 

Everyone agrees that molecular pathology and 
diagnostic techniques are in the 
cytotechnologistõs future...... 

 
As we continue to try and cram more information into 
our studentsõ heads, the curriculum has undergone 
some minor changes. Everyone agrees that molecular 
pathology and diagnostic techniques are in the 
cytotechnologistõs future, so weõre trying to set a 
foundation for continuing education in this arena. 
Other programs across the country are dealing with 
the same issues, and some are moving to masters or 
additional certificate levels. It should be an interesting 
next couple of years while we all sort out how to meet 
the needs of the evolving profession. Stay tuned! 
 
Jill Caudill, M.Ed, SCT(ASCP) 
 

 

Welcome to our New Board Members continued 

from page 1 

Samantha Bigalke, CT (ASCP), MSC Board 
Member  

Hello all, I'm Samantha the new MSC board 
member!  In 2005, I graduated from the Mayo 
School of Health Sciences Cytology program and 
the University of Wisconsin Stevens Point 
earning a B.S. in Biology and Clinical Laboratory 
Sciences.  About a month after graduation, I 
started my career at Mayo Clinic.  In my spare 
time I enjoy being with friends and family, 
viewing a wide variety of movies, cooking, 
reading, and walking/playing with Cassie, my 
Jack Russell Terrier.  I'm very excited to serve on 
the MSC board and be able to play a role in this 
wonderful organization.  

 
 
 

 

 

H IGHLIGHTS FROM OUR N EXT 
ISSUEé 

 
rSchool Spotlight from UND 

r Invitation to the 2007 Spring Meeting 

rUpdate on Licensure 

 
CYTOLOGIC  

The ôCytologicõ is published biannually for members 

of the Minnesota Society of Cytology.  All 

submissions are welcome. 
 

Do you have an article, advertisement (free for 

members of the MSC), idea or opinion that you 

would like to share with the MSC?  Send it to us! 
 

MSC Cytologic 
c/o Lizette Miller 
286 Dennison Ave. 
Shoreview, MN 55126 

 

PUBLICATION VOLUNTEE R 

Mackenzie Cooper, CT(ASCP) 

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS  

Dan McKeon, SCT(ASCP) 

Lizette Miller, CT(ASCP) 

Samantha Bigalke, CT(ASCP) 

Jill Caudill, M.Ed, SCT(ASCP) 
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Spring Meeting 2007:  Dan McKeon and Chelsi 
Womack are the co-chairs. 
  Date: Unknown 
  Location: Twin Cities 

Possible Speakers: Friday night, 
Department of Public Health 
òHealthy People 2010"; Saturday, 
Dr. DeMay 
 

Old Business:   
 Licensure Update:  Dan McKeon: 
Sue Severson is leaving the Licensure committee. 
 
New Business:   
 Other: Lori Ross: The board has agreed 
not to put the Member Directory on the website 
due to privacy concerns.  
  
Next meeting: Joint Board Meeting: June 10, 
2006; Details to follow.  
 
Adjournment: Amy Plagge and Amy Tangen 
adjourn the meeting at 6:08 PM. 

Minutes from the MSC Board of Directors 
Meetings continued from page 4 

 
2006 MSC SPRING BOARD MEETING  

April 7, 2006 5:15 PM 
Kahler Grand Hotel 

Rochester, MN 
 

Members Present: Bill Franciskovich, Dan 
McKeon, Amy Plagge, Lori Ross, Heidi 
Sokolowski, Amy Tangen, Chelsi Womack, and 
Angie Zieman  
 
Call to Order: Amy Plagge calls the meeting to 
order at 5:11 PM. 
 
Approval of Minutes: The minutes are approved 
by Bill Franciskovich and Dan McKeon. 
 
Treasurer's Report: Lori Ross: The current 
balance is $17,818.09.  This does not include the 
expenses of the current meeting.  The Treasurerõs 
Report is approved by Bill Franciskovich and Dan 
McKeon. 
 
Spring Meeting 2006:  
 Scholarship Selection: Jennifer Pettengill 
from Janesville, IA was selected to receive the 
scholarship this year.  She is currently in the Mayo 
Cytology program in Rochester, MN. 
 Open Board Positions: President Elect, 
Vice President, Treasurer, and two Board 
Members 
 Plaques: These will be presented at the 
General Board Meeting to Linda Winnerstrom and 
Renae Zachman. 
 
Fall Meeting 2006: Heidi Sokolowski and Amy 
Tangen are the co-chairs. 

Date: Saturday September 23, 2006 
from 7:30am ð 2:00pm 
Location: Allina, Education 
Building; $3 parking fee will be 
included in registration. 
Confirmed Speakers: Lisa Colborn, 
Amy Wendel òTeaching Techs to  
F.I.S.H.ó, Ben Kipp and Dr. Kevin 
Halling.  
There may be a licensure update. 

2006 MSC JOINT BOARD MEETING  
June 10th, 2006 10:00 AM 

Khoury's Restaurant 
Inver Grove Heights, MN 

 

Members Present: Amy Plagge, Lynnette 

Savaloja, Dan McKeon, Bill Franciskovich, 

Scott Horsfall, Heidi Sokolowski, Angie 

Zieman, Samantha Witt 

 

Call to Order:  Dan McKeon calls the meeting 

to order at 10:15 AM.  

 

Approval of Minutes:   Since Chelsi Womack, 

secretary, was not present, review of minutes 

from previous minutes tabled until next board 

meeting. 

 

Treasurer's Report:  Current balance is 

$12,450.94.  Dues were collected from 109 

members.  Discussed looking into the status of 

the CD and talked about the possibility of 

investing the money from the CD.  The  
                   Continued on page 6 
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Minutes from MSC Board of Directors 
Meetings continued from page 5 

Treasurerõs Report is approved by Lynnette  
Savaloja and Bill Franciskovich. 
 

Fall Meeting 2006:  

Speakers will be Lisa Colborn, Dr. 

Halling, Amy Wendel, and Ben 

Kipp.  The Licensure Committee will 

also be making a presentation.  Scott 

Horsfall and Amy Tangen are looking 

into catering. 
 

Spring Meeting 2007:  Chelsi Womack and 

Dan McKeon are co-chairs.   

Date: April 13-14, 2007 

Location: Marriott 

Minneapolis Airport.   

Possible speakers: Dr. Demay 

and Dr. Janis Amatuzio.  Amy 

Plagge will look into getting a 

speaker to discuss molecular, 

starting with names she 

received from Ben Kipp, and 

will also contact Dr. 

Amatuzio. Lynnette Savaloja 

will call Dr. Demay.   
 

Fall Meeting 2007: Scott Horsfall and 

Samantha Witt are co-chairs.  
 

Old Business:  

Licensure Update:  Dan McKeon 

and Heidi Sokolowski shared 

discussions from the Coalition 

meetings.  

Bylaws:  The committee is working 

on the second round.  

Spring Meeting 2006:  We had 30 

attendees on Friday night and 50 

attendees on Saturday.  
 

New Business:  

Other:  Lynnette gave us an update 

from ASC & ASCT.  The scope of 

practice is being reviewed; hopefully 

will be done by their next meeting.  
Continued on page 7 

MSC 2006 Fall Meeting 
 

September 23, 2006 
8:00 AM-12:30 PM 

 

Abbott Northwestern Hospital 
Education Building 

 

Minneapolis, MN 
 

 
Fall Meeting Agenda  

 
7:30-8:00am            Registration 
 

8:00-8:05am            Welcome 
 

8:05-9:00am  Lisa Colborn  
The Emerging Roles of              
Cytotechnologists 

 

9:00-9:15am  Break 
 

9:15-10:45am        Amy Wendel, Ben Kipp, Dr. 
Kevin Halling  

Teaching Cytotechs to FISH 
 

10:45-11:00am        Break  
 

11:00am-12:00pm  Dan McKeon 
     Licensure 
 

12:00-12:30pm General Membership Meeting 
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Minutes from MSC Board of Directors 
Meetings continued from page 6 

They are also considering developing 

a master's program. 

Job Openings:  Part time cytoprep 

tech at Fairview.  

 

Next Meeting: September 23, 2006, 

following the Fall Meeting.  

 

Adjourn:   Amy Plagge and Angie Zieman 
adjourn the meeting at noon. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sneak Peek....... 

 
MSC Spring Meeting: 

              Date: April 13-14, 2007 

Location: Marriott-Minneapolis Airport. 

Speakers: TBA 

 
Licensure: Is it right for us? 

 

The licensure process has moved into full swing over the past few months.  We have been asked to 
decide by December 1, 2006 if we, as a society, will be represented in the bill.  Many of you have been 
hearing about licensure for years now, but may not be aware of some of the Proõs and Conõs of licensure.  
This is an issue that will impact the future of cytology.  Some examples may fall into a pro or a con, 
depending on how it is perceived.  Please read this from the standpoint of if we were to become licensed.   

Pro: 
1. Cytotechnologists will not be limited to only gyn and non-gyn specimen evaluation.  Our scope 

of practice will be protected and not limited. We will have the ability to do molecular techniques 
and others that come in the future. 

2. We will have the ability to become administrators in the laboratory. 
3. We must acquire 12 hours of continuing education per year. 
4. We will have a Cytotechnologist sitting on the licensing board 
5. The quality of the profession will be maintained if sanctions are issued against a person who does 

not comply with ethical standards. 
6. Respect and recognition from other healthcare professionals and laboratorians will be enhanced. 
7. Our public visibility will increase. 
8. It will ensure cytotechnologist positions that might be effected by treatment guidelines and new 

technologies. 
Con: 

1. Cytotechnologists will be limited to only gyn and non-gyn specimen evaluation if licensure goes 

through without us. 
2. We will be limited to being staff Cytotechnologists and cytology supervisors. 
3. We may have to pay for 12 hours of continuing education per year. 
4. We will have to pay for the license. 
5. We will have to spend time in the license application process. The MSC will be asked to help pay 

for the process to get the bill passed. 
The bill can be viewed on the MSC web site www.mncytology.org.  The bill can be found by clicking on 
the news button and then clicking on the licensure update button near the top of the page.  We will be 
voting at the fall meeting to decide if we are going to be part of the bill.  Absentee ballots will be mailed 
out after the meeting to those who could not attend. Please bring all of your questions and concerns to 
the meeting or contact me directly.  Gather information to make an informed decision. 

Dan McKeon, SCT(ASCP) 

http://www.mncytology.org/
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Fall Meeting Directions: Education Building at Abbott Northwestern Hospital  
 

 

 

 

 

      RETURN REGISTRATION FORM & CHECK TO: 

 
     Lori Ross, MSC Treasurer 

         4124 Webster Ave. S. 

      St.Louis Park, MN 55416 

 

              CHECK PAYABLE TO : 

          MINNESOTA SOCIETY OF CYTOLOGY 

 

 

 
 

MSC 2006 FALL  MEETI NG  
Saturday, Sept. 23, 2006, 8:00 am-12:30 pm 

 

Location:  Abbott Northwestern Hospital Education 

Building (A parking voucher will be handed out at 
registration.  Voucher is valid for any parking ramp on 
campus, including Childrenõs hospital.  The Elliot Street 
ramp is preferable due to location across from Education 
Building.  See arrows at left.) 
 

From the East on I-94: Exit I-94 at Cedar Ave (Exit 234C), 
turn left. Follow Cedar Ave (Cedar veers to the right at the 
traffic lights) to East 26th St and turn right. Follow 26th St to 
Elliot Ave, turn right and proceed to parking ramp. 
 

From the West on I-394: Follow I-394 to I-94 East (Exit 8B). 
Exit I-94 at the Hiawatha/Highway 55 Exit (Exit 234A). 
Follow Hiawatha/Highway 55 to East 26th St. Turn right onto 
26TH St and proceed to Elliot Ave. Turn right and proceed to 
parking ramp. 
 

From the North on I-35W: Exit I-35W at the 
Hiawatha/Highway 55 Exit (Exit 17A). Follow 
Hiawatha/Highway 55 to East 26th St. Turn right onto 26th St 
and proceed to Elliot Ave. Turn right and proceed to parking 
ramp. 
  
From the South on I-35W: Exit I-35W at the 31st St/Lake St 
Exit (Exit 15). Proceed north on the frontage road (which is 
South 2nd Ave). Turn right onto East 28th Street and proceed 
to 10th Ave. Proceed to 26th St and turn left. Proceed to Elliot 
Ave and turn right.  Proceed to parking ramp. 

 

 
 

 


